




Call of the outdoors
Tucked away in the varied landscape of Tartu 
County is a magical wilderness with hiking trails 
on both land and water. It’s best to travel with a 
guide to explore the bogs on snowshoes, navigate 
the rivers by canoe or boat, and learn about the 
different species of plants and animals that inhabit 
the area. South Estonia is also home to some of  
the best ski trails and mountain sports centres 
during the winter.

Sporting events
Tartu hosts a few hundred local and international 
sporting events every year. The most iconic of these 
is the Tartu Marathon, which attracts thousands of 
cycling, running and skiing enthusiasts every year. 
Tartu Ski Marathon in particular is regarded as one 
of the best skiing events in the world.
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Green Tartu
The lush urban greenery and beautiful nature outside the city make Tartu one of the best places to 
visit. This is evidenced by the platinum award which Tartu received under the Green Destinations 
programme after participating since 2021. Meeting climate targets and ensuring sustainability are 
key to maintaining our position among the top destinations in the world.

Take refuge in nature
One of Tartu’s most distinctive landmarks is the  
10-km section of the Emajõgi River that runs  
through the city, ultimately linking Lake 
Võrtsjärv and Lake Peipus. The riverbanks have 
seen quite a transformation over the years, 
making them popular for sports and leisure 
activities. The waterfront areas around the city 
centre truly come to life in the summer, when 
students, friends and visitors alike gather to 
experience the vibe and greenery that makes 
Tartu special. 

The University of Tartu Botanical Garden is also 
located right in the middle of the city providing 
refuge from the crowds. The Botanical Garden 
is a veritable oasis with more than 10,000 plant 
species and varieties. Toomemägi at the heart 

Photo: Kaarel Kõvatu

Photo: Maanus Kullamaa



Several times now, Tartu has been credited internationally for its pioneering green actions, most 
recently for converting the former harbour railway line into a practical light traffic road. Tartu is  
the only Estonian city to be included in the European Commission’s list of 100 climate-neutral  
and smart cities by 2030. 

of the city is another tranquil and pleasant 
area full of nature and historic architecture. 
Come take a stroll to admire the university 
buildings and the famous Tartu Observatory. 
A dedicated arboretum with a varied natural 
environment is located just 1.5 km from the city 
centre. It’s a great place for outdoor activities 
as well as for spotting rare tree species.

A trip around Tartu County will give you a 
better idea of just how varied and biodiverse 
the area can be. From hiking trails hidden in  
mystical forests and trekking across bog terrain, 
to picturesque lakes and rippling rivers. The 
area around Elva, near Tartu, has no shortage 
of options for an active day outdoors. Elva is a 
lovely small town surrounded by several hiking 
trails. It is also known as the summer resort 
of Tartu County. Lake Saadjärv, the only lake 
to be on the list of both the 10 largest and 10 
deepest lakes in Estonia, is also close to Tartu. 

Looking out for nature
The green mindset of Tartu is reflected in  
the city’s efforts towards nature, community  
well-being and a more sustainable future. 
This is done by implementing the climate and 
energy plan prepared in partnership with the 
citizens of Tartu. The city has also adopted 
green transport alternatives in the form of 
natural gas buses for public transport and 
electric bikes for citizens.
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Tourist information at the 
Information Centre of Tartu
Raekoja plats 1a, Tartu
372 744 2111
info@visittartu.com

Open:
15 May to 15 September:
Mon 9-18; Tue-Fri 9-17; Sat-Sun 10-16
16 September to 14 May:
Mon 9-18, Tue-Fri 9-17; Sat-Sun closed
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Visit visittartu.com
for suggestions for 
a memorable holiday.

Come see for yourself 
and let Tartu inspire you!


